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&h • ushchev * s abrupt cancellation early tala wee* of bis long- 
sea touted trip to Scandinavia la strange behavior. 'Hie whole 
thing has been handled la such an awkward and unconvincing 
manner that it raises the question whether the condition of 
Khrushchev** health does not enter the picture in some way. 

A. Tit# visit to Norway , beawark, Sweden and Finland which was 
due to take place between b and 2 ? August has been 
scheduled since larch. 

i, Preparation*, including security arrangements, were 
well along and Khrushchev had even sad# plans to bring 
bis wife and too daughters along, 
a. The notes cancelling the visits, which were delivered to 

the Scandinavian governments on Sunday (lb July), complained 
petulantly that an unfriendly reaction to the visit in the 
Scandinavian countries had created as unfavorable atmos- 
phere, ’ and cited specific critical consents in the 
Scandinavian press. 

C. Khrushchev told Western newsmen is Warsaw on Tuesday that 
the program set up for his by the Scandinavians had not 
provided for real talks, '‘just a change of clothes.'' Me 
said that the Scandinavians had spit in his fsee.'V^j^ 
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13. Hm Sc a nd ina vian g o v eraae nts had, ia fact, been une#nthuiastic 
about the visit ami many segments of tbs pnss sad public, 
especially ia iwdsi, had been openly antagonistic. 

*. Moreover, the fact that ocas S candinav ian leaders recently 
expressed their opposition to the Soviet proposal for a 
nuclear-free seas ia the Baltic area, together with the current 
negotiations on a free-trade area to include the Scandinavians, 
sad possibly Finland, probably appeared to din the prospects for 
real aoeonpliehneats is Khrushchev’s visit. 

2. Scandinavians, caught by surprise, speculate that these 
diplomatic developne&ts caused the cancellation. 

2. Finns naturally the nest disturbed. 


Personal pique on Khrushchev's part, a characteristic which we have 


seen In bin before, plus the lessened likelihood of reaping political 
capital front the visit undoubtedly figured to a good extend is the 
cancellation. 

a. Additionally, it leaves Khrushchev free to make a hid for axt earl: 

suanit meeting— possibly during Vice President Mixon's visit. 

3. tuners in Mosco w Khrushchev calling nesting of bloc leaders for 
find went in August— Scandinavian trip had been scheduled start 


c. But it is questionable whether those factors tell whole story. 

1. This ia the first tine that Sbruabehev has cancelled a 
publicly- announced visit. 

2. He was set deterred by the many unfavorable eosmsnts which 
preceded his visit to Inglaad ia 1958. 

3. He amt have been aware that Scandinavian anti-Ooanunists 
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